THE THIRTEENTH WALDORF (RUDOLF STEINER) SEMINAR IN KHANDALA, INDIA, MAY 15 TO MAY 28, 2011
By Aban Bana

It was for the thirteenth time this year that we conducted the annual Waldorf / Rudolf Steiner Education Seminar at D.C. School, a conventional boarding school in Khandala, the hill resort between Mumbai and Pune in Maharashtra, India. This must be the cheapest Waldorf seminar in the world, as we do not want to exclude anyone on financial grounds.
The first week, from May 15 to 21, was for beginners and the second week, from May 22 to 28, was for the advanced group. This year we also celebrate the 150th birth anniversary of Dr. Rudolf Steiner, so it was of great significance! However, because there had been the Asia Waldorf Teachers Conference in Hyderabad from May 1 to 7, many Indian Waldorf teachers, especially those from Hyderabad itself, were not able to attend the Khandala seminar.
In the first week we had 48 participants and in the second week there were 37, which included 14 from the first week. As always, Mr. Basavaraj and his team at D.C. School provided us with very good hospitality and delicious food. Many of the participants were totally new to Waldorf education, working as they did in conventional schools, rural development or NGOs for the underprivileged. One of the participants was a Buddhist monk from Sri Lanka, who was delighted to visit the ancient Buddhist caves of Karla and Bhaja in the hills near Khandala. The faculty members were Jeremiah Turner from California, USA, Miriam Haenen from the Netherlands, Robert Chamberlain from the UK, Martyn Rawson from the UK and Germany, and Dilnawaz Bana and Aban Bana from Mumbai. We thank Philip Martyn from London and Nana Goebel from “Freunde” in Berlin for sponsoring two of our faculty members.
It was a full programme, beginning with Morning Circle at 7.30 am. The subjects offered by the six faculty members included basic Anthroposophy, the Waldorf Curriculum, Eurythmy and therapeutic Eurythmy, singing, flute playing, painting, nature observation, handwork, speech formation and drama. The evenings were dedicated to free initiatives, presentations and performances. The general atmosphere was very good indeed, and the participants expressed the desire to return to the Khandala seminar in May 2012!






